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Na vastu bheda pratipatti rasti may

Tadhaapi bhaktih Tarunendu sekhare

Siva is the Lord of the Universe while Janardana is its
soul. There is absolutely no difference. Yet my devotion is
to Siva.

Chapter 40
RAJENDRA CHOLA
After narrating the story of Varaguna Pandya, Sage
Romasa told Bharadwaja the anecdote of Rajendra Chola:
To the West of Tiruchirapalli there exists a prosperous
town named Dharmapuri. In that town the people
belonging to various castes lived happily observing the
duties enjoined on them. That town was ruled by successive
generations of Bhoja and Chola twins who ruled the
kingdom righteously. Aswaroha one of the rulers of that
great dynasty was a great devotee of Siva and had a
generous disposition. He was a famous warrior and was
renowned for honouring the brahmins who were well
versed in vedas. He was blessed with a son by name
Rajendra Chola who was well known as a warrior, a scholar
and as one wedded to truth. He was also famous as a staunch
devotee of Lord Siva. He was generous in making gifts to
deserving persons. Above all he was ardent in his devotion
to Javvantinatha, the presiding deity.
During the same period there lived a great yogi named
Sivaratha well-versed in different sastras in a town called
Brahmavajravidhan in Kashmir. By his severe austerites he
earned the grace of Lord Siva. Once a wonderful idea
dawned in his mind* Discarding his gross body, he stealthily
entered Swarga and collected few plants of red javvantika
flowers transmitting divine perfume. He brought them to
earth and resumed his gross body. He developed the plants